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Prose Literature Mark Scheme.

Thucydides VII, 59.2-87

1

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

Translate lines 1-y. Translation is marked out of 15, divided by 3.
0 0¢ Nuktag, émeldn) o moAAa étotpa 1y, (2 Marks)

00V TOUG OTOATLOTAS TQ TE MAQX TO €lwBOG TMOAL Tals vavol kgatnOnvat abvpovvtag
(5 Marks)

KAl dx TV TV €mtndeiwv omavy we tdxlota BovAopévoug duakivovvevey, (4 Marks)

EvykaAéoag amavtag magekeAevoato te MEWToV Kal éAeEe towade (4 Marks)

Nicias stresses that all the Athenians and their allies will have to be involved in the imminent
battle. He explains that they are fighting not only for their own safety, but for the safety of
their country. He says that they can all return to their own native city if they win. He moves on
to say that they should not be distressed at defeat like inexperienced men. He asks both the
Athenians and their allies to remember their experience of unexpected events in war. Finally
he asks them to fight worthily of their large force, which they can see with their own eyes.

The tone of Nicias’ speech is encouraging, but sincere and realistic. He does not hide the
difficulty of the situation. Candidates might consider that he is rather downbeat for a general
trying to rouse his men before battle, but this is consistent with Thucydides’ portrayal of
Nicias’ character.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

0 HEV &YWV O HEAAWV OpOiwG KOVOG &Ttaoty €otatl

TRl Te owTNELAG Kal mMatEdog ékAoTolS 0VX OO0V 1) TOIG TOAEH{OG

£0TL T TNV UTTAQXOVOAV OV Olkelary TOALY ETDELY

aBupetv 0¢ 0V X1 0VOE MAOXELY OTIEQ OL ATELROTATOL TWV AVOQWTTWV

(note both the word order and the use of the superlative )

AAA' 6ooL te AOnvaiwv ageote

TIOAAQ@V 10N TMOAEUWV EUTTELQOL OVTEG

Kkat 600t TV Evppdxwv, EvoTpatevopevol atel

WS avapayxovuevot alwe Tovde TovL TAIO0LG

000V avToL VUV ATV €DOQATE [9]

Nicias stresses that the Athenians have made a number of changes to their forces that will
help them in the next battle. These changes are the result of discussion with the steersmen
from the trieremes. Nicias has thought about the difficulties which the Athenians had faced in
earlier battles; particularly the narrowness of the harbour and the Syracusans’ use of a
massed formation of ships with plenty of armed men on deck. Now the Athenians themselves
will have many archers and javelin-throwers on board. Nicias stresses that these tactical
changes are in response to their particular situation. The Athenians have been forced to fight
a land battle at sea and cannot take advantage of their skill in manoeuvring their ships, but
Nicias emphasises that these changes will be useful in their desperate circumstances.
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Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

“A d¢ apwya évetdopev (Note word order stressing that the changes will be helpful)
ETTL TI) TOV ALUEVOG OTEVOTITL
TEOG TOV HEAAOVTA OXAOV TV VEQV

TIAVTA KAl ULV VOV €K TV TTHQOVTWV HETX TV KLUPeQvNTV éokeppéva (emphasis that
everything has been made ready, only after discussion with the steersmen)

T0&OTAL TTOAAOL KAl AkovTIoTAL

amo twv vewv nteCopaxta (paradox of an infantry battle from ships)

nipoopooa éotal (repeating the point that the changes will be useful) [6]
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2

(i)

(ii)

Thucydides tells us that it was not simply a single difficulty that dismayed the Athenians, but
rather a number of different elements. He emphasises that they are now retreating after
losing all their ships. They had begun the Sicilian expedition with great hope, but now both
they and their city were in grave danger. Thucydides then focuses on the wretched sights for
the Athenians as they left their camp. The dead were unburied and this caused sadness for
individuals when they saw the body of one of their friends. The fact that they had to leave
behind living comrades who were wounded or ill caused them even more grief and
Thucydides emphasises this with the repeated use of comparatives, which creates great
pathos.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

detvov 0OV 1V oL KaB' €V HOVOV TV oAy HATWV

TAG TE VAUG ATIOAWAEKOTEG TAOAS ATIEXWQOVV

AVTL peyAANG €ATtdOg

KAl avTol Kal 1] TOALS KIvOLVEVOVTEG

) e OPet EKATTW AAYeva Kal T1) Yvwun atobéoBat

TV TE YO VEKQWV ATAPWV OVTWV

oTtote TIS oL TIVa TV emutndeiwv kelpevov

ol Lovteg kataAemopevol Toavpatial te kat doBevels mMoAL Twv teBvewtwv Toig (ot
AvmneoteQoL Noav

KAl TV ATOAWASTwV &dOALTEQOL [7]

Thucydides engages our sympathy in this passage by explaining that the prayers and
lamentations of those who were left behind were in vain. He creates an effective picture by
focusing on specific detail, such as the wounded crying out to friends and relatives, clinging
onto the necks of their tent comrades and their efforts to follow those retreating as far as they
could. The effect of these distressing sights was that the whole army was filled with tears.
Even though they had suffered greatly in their camp, they were rightly afraid of further
suffering to come. Thucydides tells us that the Athenians felt both shame and self-reproach.
He describes the retreating force as just like the population of a substantial city, as there
were not less than 40,000 men. The use of the specific number creates particular pathos.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

TEOG YO AVTIBOAIaV Kl OAOPLEUOV TOATIOUEVOL £ AToglay KaBiotaoav

éva éxaotov EmiBowpevol

el Tiva oo g doL 1) Etalpwv 1) olkeiwv

TV te EVOKNVEV TON ATIOVIWV EKKQEUAVVUHEVOL Kal EmakoAovOovvrteg €¢ Goov
dvvarvto

OVK AVeL OALlYwV €MOelXT U@V KAl OLWYNG DTTOAELTOLLEVOL

WOTE DAKQLOL TTAV TO OTOATEVHX

Kata ddKkQua T pév memovOoTag on

KatPetd Té TS Apa Kol KATApe g

O0VOEV YAXQ AAAO 1) TOAEL EKTTETTOALOQKNUEVT EkeTaV VTTIOPELYOVOT)

HLOLAdEC YQ TOL EVUTIAVTOG OXAOL OVK EARTOOVE TETTAQWV [8]
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(iii) Translate lines x-y. Translation is marked out of 15, divided by 3.

Kat ToUTV ol te dAAOL tdvteg Epegov (3 Marks)
dtL TIc €dvvarto Exaotog xorjowtov, (2 Marks)

Kat ol OTAlTaL kat ol IMmg maed 1o elwbog avtol Tt odétepa avTV oltia VIO Tolg
omAolg, (5 Marks)

oL pev amopla akoAovBwv, ot d¢ amotiar (2 Marks)

ATINUTOHOATKETAV YAQ TTAAAL T€ Kt ol AeloTol magaxenua. (3 Marks) [5]

Plato Phaedo 60c8-77a5, 115b1-118a17

3

(i) This extract, at first sight, appears to be a good example of a typical Platonic dialogue.

Candidates should gain credit for pointing out that Socrates’ speeches are brief and to the
point and Simmias is given plenty of opportunities to respond. However, candidates may well
question how “genuine” this dialogue is. Although Socrates asks Simmias to give his own
opinion, he asks leading questions that aim to steer Simmias to the conclusion that the
philosopher will despise bodily pleasures. Socrates is particularly rhetorical as he dismisses
the possibility that the philosopher might care about fine clothes or personal adornment.
Simmias’ responses echo Socrates’ language here and he does not make any attempt to
challenge the direction of the argument. Candidates should be credit for any reasonable
personal response that refers closely to the Greek text and which provides an adequate
answer to the question.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

€00V dpat kol 0oL CLVOOKT) (TteQ €pol

€K YOO ToUTWV HAAAOV olpat NUAg eloeoBOat mepl WV OKOTOVUEY

TEQL TAG 1)O0VAG KAAOLUEVAS TAS TOLAXODE

Kot @ Zokeates, €édn 6 Lippiac.

Tl 0¢ TaC TV APEOdTIWY; ... OVdAMWG.

olov tpatiowv dadeQOVTWV KTHOELS Kal DTTOONUATWY Kal TOUE AAAOVS KAAAWTILO POV
TOTEQOV TIUAV dOKEL OOL ) ATIHUALELY

atpalery Eporye doket, €dn, 0 ye ws aAnbwe Pprtrdoodog.

ATO TNG TOL OWHATOG KOWVWVIAS dapeOVTwS Twv AAAwV &dvOowmwv; [9]
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(ii) Translate lines x-y. Translation is marked out of 15, divided by 3.

Kat dokel Y mov, @ Lippia, toig moAAoig avOpwmolc (3 Marks)

@ UNdEV 1OV TV TOLOVTWYV UNdE HETEXEL ALTWV OVK &Elov etval (N, (4 Marks)
AAAT Eyy0g TL Tetvey ToL teBvaval 0 undev GpoovtiCwv twv ndovwv (4 Marks)
Al dwx ToL oWHAaToOg elowv. (2 Marks)

TidvL pEv o0V aAnon Aéyeic. (2 Marks) [5]

(iii) Socrates moves on to consider whether the body is a hindrance in the philosopher’s search

for wisdom. He suggests that sight and hearing are unreliable and refers to the views of
poets supporting this opinion. He then infers that if these two senses are inaccurate, then the
others are likely to be even less reliable. This extracts relates to his overall argument by
discrediting the idea of searching for truth through the bodily senses. Socrates is going to
argue that it is only when the soul is free from the hindrance of the body that the philosopher
will have any chance of true understanding. Thus, philosophers will welcome death as their
only opportunity to gain genuine knowledge. As Simmias and Cebes points out, this whole
argument assumes that the soul is likely to survive death and this still needs to be proved.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

TIOTEQOV EUTIODLOV TO OCWHA T) OV

EAV TIC AUTO €V TN {NTI0EL KOWVWVOV OUUTIAQAAQBAVT)

apa €xel aANOetdv Tiva OIS Te Kal akon Toig avOewToLg

N T& Y€ TolaTA Kol ol mowmtat uiv det OguAovoy

OTLOUT  AKOVOUEV AKQLPBES OVOEV OVUTE OQWHEV

1) doPeis elov unde oadeic

TIAOAL YAQ TIOL TOVTWV PavAdtepal eloty [6]
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4

(i)

(ii)

Socrates is in the middle of his argument from opposites. He is arguing for his belief that the
living come from the dead just as much as the dead come from the living. He uses the simile
of the process of generation acting like a circle to explain his idea that there are two process:
not only the obvious one of the dead coming from the living, but also an invisible process of
the living come back to life from the dead. He rejects the standard view that there is only the
process from life to death by saying that in that case generation would move forward in a
straight line without any turning back or curving. This is designed as a “reduction ad
absurdum” leading to the conclusion that everything would end up in the same form and that
the process of generation would eventually stop altogether. Plato regards this conclusion as
impossible.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

el yaQ 1) ael avtamoddoln to €tepa TolG ETEQOLS YLYVOUEVQ

WOTEQ €L KUKAW TtepuovTa,

evOelA TS €in 1) Yéveolg

KAl JT) OVAKAUTITOL TAALY €TTL TO €TEQOV NOE KAUTU|V TTOLOLTO,

TIAVTA TEAEVTOVTA TO AVTO OXTUA &V OOl

TO aVTO TAB0g av mABot KAt TavoALTo YLryvOopeva [6]

Plato makes the passage lively by his frequent use of pairs of opposites. This involves the
use of unusual vocabulary, such as “the process of falling asleep” and “the process of waking
from sleep”. He makes his argument more graphic by a reference to Greek myth with the
story of the sleeping Endymion (who was supposed to sleep for ever). Indeed Socrates
argues that if all living things ended up asleep, Endymion would seem trivial by comparison.
Another interesting point in the passage is the comparison with the saying of Anaxagoras,
the natural philosopher, “all things together”. The passage is full of energetic reasoning (if ...
then etc) and this is especially lively when Socrates draws the conclusion “is it not inevitable
that at last all things would be dead and nothing alive?.” His final conclusion is certainly
graphic: “is there any escape from the final result that all things would be swallowed up in
death?”

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

€L TO kaTadaEOAveLY pEV el

0 0’ aveyelpeoOat un avramoddoin

teAevtvta vt av Anov tov Evdvuiwva dmodeifetev

TAAAa TTAVTA TaVTOV €kelvw emovOéval, kabevdetv

OUYKQIVOLTO HEV TIAVTA, dLAKQIVOLTO D& U

TAXL AV T0 ToL Avaayopov yeyovog elr), “Opob mavta XorjpHatoa

el aroOvnokot pev mavta Ooa tov (v petaAdfot

Q' 00 MOAAT) AVAYKT TeAevTOVTA TTAVTA TEOVAVAL

TiC pnxovn un ovxt mavta katavaAwOnvat eig to tedvavat [9]
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(iii) Translate lines x-y. Translation is marked out of 15, divided by 3.

oV0¢ Ul pot dokel, édpn 0 KéPng, @ Lwkpates, AAA& poL dOKEIC MavTATIaoy AANOM
Aéyewv. (4 Marks)

oty vao, €édn, @ KéPng, wg éuot dokel, mavtog naAAov oVtw, (3 Marks
Y&Q, €PN n u u

KL THELS aVTA TAVTA OVK EEATATWUEVOL OUOAOYOVEV, (2 Marks)

AAA” €0l T OvTL kal TO avaPuookecOatl (2 Marks)

Kal €K TV tefvewTwv Ttoug Covtag YiyveoOal kat tag twv tebvedtwv Ppuxag etvat
(4 Marks)

How and why, in your judgement, does Thucydides contrast Nicias and Gylippus? [20]

AO1: Candidates should demonstrate a sound understanding of Thucydides’ presentation of both
Nicias and Gylippus in Book 7. They should show detailed knowledge of their speeches in the
book and they should discuss thoroughly the sections of Thucydides’ narrative in which either
Nicias or Gylippus play a significant part.

AO3: Candidates should analyse and evaluate Thucydides’ presentation of both Nicias and
Gylippus in Book 7. They could consider whether Thucydides deliberately intended to portray
them as contrasting characters. Gylippus is described as an effective and decisive commander.
He makes good decisions and his speeches are eloquent and persuasive. However, Thucydides
does not include much detail that makes him appear distinct from other successful generals
described in his narrative (such as Demosthenes or Brasidas). Thucydides spends much more
time on his description of Nicias, who comes over as a worthy individual, but an ineffective
commander. Thucydides suggests that Nicias’ indecision and superstition are important reasons
why the Sicilian expedition ended in such disaster. Nicias can be compared to a figure from
Greek tragedy. He has many good qualities, such as his concern for his men and his respect for
the gods. However, his tragic flaws lead to disaster for the Athenians.

“A relentless descent into the abyss”. Discuss this description of Thucydides’ narrative in
Book VII. [20]

AO1: Candidates should show detailed knowledge of the events of Book VII. In particular, they
should discuss the series of catastrophes that the Athenians suffer. These could include their
naval defeat in the Great Harbour of Syracuse, the detailed description of the Athenians’
desperate attempts to retreat by land, their final defeat by Gylippus and the Syracsuans and the
appalling conditions they suffered as prisoners.

AO3: Candidates should be credited for discussing whether this quotation is a good description of
Thucydides’ narrative in Book VII. They should consider how Thucydides varies his description of
the various disasters and whether his narrative is indeed relentless. They might discuss to what
extent he focuses on prominent individuals, such as Nicias, but they should also analyse
Thucydides’ description of the suffering of ordinary Athenians. They could discuss how
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8

Thucydides structures his narrative of the defeat of the Sicilian expedition and whether he
deliberately intends each disaster to seem worse than the next. They could analyse his
comments on events and compare his use of pathos to Homer and the writers of Greek tragedy.

“Plato’s priority in the Phaedo is to show how a genuine philosopher faces death.”
Discuss. [20]

AO1: Candidates should demonstrate a sound knowledge of the text, especially the passages
where Plato appears to be arguing how philosophers should show courage when facing death;
for example when Socrates argues that philosophers’ main concern will be to free the soul from
the body. They should also refer to the end of the Phaedo, where Socrates’ own composure in
the face of death provides an effective advertisement for the value of the philosophical life.

AO3: Candidates should consider how effectively the Phaedo portrays Socrates as the ideal
philosopher with particular emphasis on his personal courage. They could discuss how Socrates
and his friends end up discussing whether the soul is immortal after Socrates suggests that
philosophers should welcome death. They should analyse the ending of the Phaedo and discuss
the effect of Socrates’ death on the reader, and consider whether his composure demonstrates
the value of a life devoted to philosophy.

Is Socrates’ argument from recollection any more successful that the argument from
opposites in persuading us to believe that the soul is immortal? [20]

AO1: Candidates should effectively summarise both arguments and consider the responses of
Simmias and Cebes. They should demonstrate detailed knowledge and understanding of the
relevant sections of the text.

AO3: Candidates should analyse both arguments and will gain credit for pointing out the logical
flaws in both arguments. For example, in the argument from opposites, Socrates assumes that
being dead is the only possible opposite to being alive, whereas something could be not alive
without having died (e.g. an inanimate object). They should also consider whether one argument
is more persuasive than the other. For example, they may consider that Plato develops the
argument from opposites in more detail and that he uses metaphor and similes effectively for this
argument. They might consider that the allusion to the Meno makes the argument from
recollection more persuasive or that the assumption of the theory of forms (or certainly the
existence of absolute equality) makes the argument from recollection less persuasive than the
argument from opposites. Candidates will gain credit for effective comparison of the two
arguments and for considering whether Plato designed these arguments to be taken seriously in
their own right or whether they are simply used to demonstrate Socrates’ belief in the immortality
of the soul.
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